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Hard strata when driving sheet piling

Sheet piling had to be pre-drilled in areas where there was a hard strata. This occurred when
there were no soil borings in the immediate area. The problem revolves around the location of
the borings that were required in relation to the existing traveled way. To acquire them, the
borings would have had to be taken in the median up and down station from an existing bridge
where there was very little room for the geotechnical equipment to operate without a major
MOT plan. The borings were in imported fill areas at an overpass so the suitability of the
material was not in question, but only how hard it was. It may be cheaper and safer to not do
the borings but to add a contingent pay item to the contract for pre-drilling sheet piling if a hard
stratum is encountered.





